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Announcements

To register for the Monthly Disease Surveillance Trainings:

1. Contact your Service Surveillance Hub to receive monthly updates 

and reminders. Contact info will be provided at the end of the training.

2. Log on or request log on ID/password: 

https://tiny.army.mil/r/zB8A/CME

3. Register at: https://tiny.army.mil/r/MEHsS/EpiTechFY18

To confirm attendance:

 Please enter your full name and email into the DCS chat box to the 

right, or e-mail your Service Hub.

 You will receive a confirmation email within 48 hours with your 

attendance record. If you do not receive this email, please contact your 

Service Hub.

DRSi Data Usage
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What Happens to MERs After I Hit Submit?
Use of DRSi Data at Regional and Service Hub Levels
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Objectives

 Describe the importance of reportable events data submitted by local 

reporters.

 Provide examples of how reportable events data are used at Regional 

and Service levels to help reporters understand the need for accurate 

data.

 Identify how to access reports created from reportable events data for 

use in improving local surveillance efforts.

DRSi Data Usage
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Importance of Medical Event Reporting

 Current public health climate:

– Focus on leadership visibility and transparency

– Surveillance of emerging disease threats

• Biosurveillance

– Integration of disease surveillance/reporting into emergency 

preparedness plans

DRSi Data Usage
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Importance of Medical Event Reporting

 The reporting of certain medical events is required by instructions in all 

Services.

 Allows for early identification of emerging diseases and other threats to 

force health protection.

 Medical event reports (MERs) can be used to estimate disease burden, 

trends, and risks in military populations.

 Data from medical event reports can be used to assess programs and 

policies for disease prevention and control.

DRSi Data Usage
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Use of DRSi Data: Regional Level

 Identify outbreaks affecting more than one reporting unit

 Review urgently reportable events to identify whether assistance is 

needed

 Find opportunities to mentor and coach

 Analyze trends over time to inform regional public health discussions

DRSi Data Usage
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Use of DRSi Data: Headquarters Level

 Conduct near real-time analysis to assess risk

 Identify events for situational awareness of leadership

 Combine with other data sources to conduct studies that inform 

service-wide policy and program discussions

 Produce reports that indicate readiness to help target improvements in 

reporting and surveillance activities

DRSi Data Usage
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DRSi Data Usage Examples

 Routine Reviews

 Programmatic Reports

 Disease-Specific Analyses

DRSi Data Usage
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Routine Reviews

 MERs submitted in DRSi are immediately visible at regional and 

service level surveillance hubs.

 These reports are reviewed regularly.

– All events are reviewed for awareness of what is being reported.

– Events that may require regional or higher level attention are noted 

and reported up for situational awareness.

DRSi Data Usage
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Routine Reviews

 (Navy) Twice-weekly reviews sent to BUMED and HQMC summarizing 

MERs of particular interest or concern at the higher headquarters level.

– Examples: malaria in deployed units, disease outbreaks, 

tuberculosis contact investigations

DRSi Data Usage
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Routine Reviews
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Routine Reviews
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Routine Reviews
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Programmatic Reports

 Reports that compile DRSi data in order to answer questions and 

address issues related to disease surveillance programs:

– What has been reported in DRSi?

– How well are MTFs reporting? (metrics)

– Where can reporting be improved?

DRSi Data Usage
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Programmatic Reports

 (Navy) Quarterly Reporting Metric Report 

– Provides Navy MTFs with their “reporting percentages”

• Percent of Positive case finding records with an associated MER 

in DRSi within 30 days (+/-) of the lab result certification date

– 70% guideline

– Report sent to NAVMED East/West for situational awareness

DRSi Data Usage
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Programmatic Reports

 (Air Force) Quarterly Completeness of Reporting Metric

– Provides AF MAJCOMs and bases with an indicator of their 

completeness of reporting to DRSi

• Percent of positive AFDRSi Case Finding records reported by a 

given MTF within 30 days of the lab result certification date

DRSi Data Usage
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 MAJCOM-specific metric 

for Q2, 2018

 Key Performance Indicator (KPI): 

Tracks percentages quarterly based 

on an 80% performance cut point
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Programmatic Reports

 (Army) Monthly RME Reports

– Compares event reporting from the current month to the same 

month in the previous year, as well as year to date in current year 

compared to previous year

– Summary of MERs submitted by location and last recorded report 

from each location

DRSi Data Usage
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Disease-Specific 

Analyses

 (Navy) Biennial Malaria and tuberculosis reports

– Updated every other year (malaria in odd years and TB in even 

years)

– Summarizes disease trends since 2005

– Uses DRSi MERs as well as laboratory data and medical encounter 

data (ICD-9/10 codes)  

 (Navy) Weekly influenza report

– Produced during the annual flu season, the report summarizes 

influenza burden in DON beneficiaries

– Laboratory data, pharmacy data, medical encounters, DRSi MERs

DRSi Data Usage
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Examples of DRSi Data Usage: Disease-Specific 

Analyses

 (Army) Weekly influenza report

– Uses DRSi MERs to describe hospitalizations related to influenza

 (Army) Monthly vectorborne disease report

– Summarizes vector-borne illnesses reported in DRSi

DRSi Data Usage
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Contact Information

 Army: USAPHC – Disease Epidemiology Program

Aberdeen Proving Ground – MD

Comm: (410) 436-7605 DSN: 584-7605

usarmy.apg.medcom-aphc.mbx.disease-epidemiologyprogram12@mail.mil

 Air Force: Contact your MAJCOM PH or USAFSAM/PHR

USAFSAM / PHR / Epidemiology Consult Service

Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

Comm: (937) 938-3207 DSN: 798-3207

usafsam.phrepiservice@us.af.mil
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Contact Information

 NMCPHC Preventive Medicine Programs and Policy Support Department

– COMM: (757) 953-0700; DSN: (312) 377-0700

– Email: usn.hampton-roads.navmcpubhlthcenpors.list.nmcphc-threatassess@mail.mil

 Navy Environmental and Preventive Medicine Units (NEPMU)

• NEPMU2: COMM: (757) 953-6600; DSN: (312) 377-6600

– Email: usn.hampton-roads.navhospporsva.list.nepmu2norfolk-threatassess@mail.mil

• NEPMU5: COMM: (619) 556-7070; DSN (312) 526-7070

– Email: usn.san-diego.navenpvntmedufive.list.nepmu5-health-surveillance@mail.mil

• NEPMU6: COMM: (808) 471-0237; DSN: (315) 471-0237

– Email: usn.jbphh.navenpvntmedusixhi.list.nepmu6@mail.mil

• NEPMU7: COMM (international): 011-34-956-82-2230 (local: 727-2230); 

DSN: 94-314-727-2230

– Email: NEPMU7@eu.navy.mil
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